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Patents in the global debate: 
Euro top localities 
U.S. currently awards patents 
based on who first conceives of 
an invention, while most other 
countries grant protection to 
the fast person to file an appli- 
cation. A current debate is 
underway as to whether in the 
interests of globalisation the 
U.S. should switch to a first-to- 
file policy to help create the 
‘global patent’ 
Meanwhile In Europe, Dutch 
region Noord-Brabant leads 
with 342 patent applications 
per lm inhabitants. According 
to EU authorities 42% of all 
patent applications registered 
by the European Patent Office 
(EPA) in 2001 were based on 
R&D done in Germany. 
But for high-tech applications 
just 16% of all European 
applications stem from 
Germany. The EU average is 
19.6% high-tech applications of 
the total number of patent appli- 
cationsThe European front run- 
ner is Finland with about 40% 
high-tech patent applications. 
Above the average follow 
Britain, the Netherlands and 
Ireland. (Web: www 
europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat). 
Rank: Region: Country: Applications: 
Per Im inhabitants Total 
1 Noord-Brabant Netherlands 342 805 
2 Uusimaa Finland 286 395 
3 Oberbayern Germany 282 1138 
4 Stockholm Sweden 246 444 
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Flexible NEST research has budget 
expectation of +Z215m 
NEST is a new feature of the 
European research landscape, 
designed to help anticipate 
Europe’s scientific and techno- 
logical needs. It will support 
unconventional and visionary 
research that explores new 
avenues of science & technolo- 
gy, consolidating and accelerat- 
ing development of Europe’s 
capabilities in emerging 
research fields. 
A distinctive aspect of NEST is 
its flexibility: researchers will 
be given the freedom to devel- 
op and prove their ideas within 
the broadest possible limits.The 
research themes to be support- 
ed will be selected on the basis 
of opportunities and needs.The 
budget for the Programme is 
expected to be EUR215m. 
The new and emerging science 
and technology (NEST) pro- 
gramme is an opportunity for 
the research community to tell 
us what is important, says 
William Cannell, head of unit 
for NEST in the Commission’s 
Research DG. Commenting on 
the impetus of the programme. 
Cannel1 said that NEST reflects 
the overall tendency of the 
Sixth Frame work Progrdmme 
(FP6) which has moved 
towards an opportunity led pro- 
gramme rather than a purely 
demand led one. 
Instead of defining research 
topics which must be followed 
come what may during the 
course of the framework pro- 
gramme, NEST’s mandate is to 
respond to opportunities and 
trends as they happen. 
“I think it is important to say 
that NEST is a significant 
achievement from the point of 
view of FP6’s Community 
research strategy because for 
the first time we have an activi- 
ty which is basically flexible in 
implementation,” he said. 
